PREFACE
wood" (printed in The Saturday Review of Literature) which were
theoretical in character and perhaps confusing as originally formu-
lated have been deleted, and other comment and formulations have
been added. The essay on the short story, which discusses short-
story handbooks, was originally the introduction to a collection of
three volumes of my stories. In this I have made a number of
deletions in order to avoid overlapping with others of the articles
included in this volume. The other essay on the short story included
was originally read as a paper at the First American Writers Con-
gress, held in New York City in 1935. All these papers and essays,
except "More on Hollywood," have been printed before.
In this preface I wish to acknowledge a number of specific
obligations of indebtedness. The greatest is to Professor Meyer
Schapiro of Columbia University. I have had many discussions
and extensive correspondence with him, some relating to the writers
and the problems treated in some of these papers; some concerning
French culture, and also the idea of the nineteenth century of
freedom of culture. Besides, I attended a series of lectures he gave
on nineteenth-century and modern French painting. From all, I
absorbed much. I have also had many talks on literature with
William Troy, particularly long discussions about Dostoievsky and
James Joyce. I am grateful to Dr. Morton G. White of Columbia
University for having read a rough draft of "More on Hollywood"
and for his suggestions, which helped me, I hope, to improve this
essay. I am grateful, too, to Mr. Albert Wohlstetter for suggestions
concerning the interrelationship of culture and economy. Mr.
James Henle of the Vanguard Press has likewise helped in revisions
and editing, and I am also grateful to him for many sympathetic
suggestions. Miss Evelyn Shrifte of the Vanguard Press helped me
to prepare this book for publication, as she has all my books; her
aid, not only on matters of arrangement, but also on many details
of style, clarity, sense, and meaning has been of the greatest import-
ance, and I am more than grateful to her, Mr. Bernard Perry of
the Vanguard Press helped me to re-edit my discussion of short-
story handbooks, and I wish to thank him here for his kind assist-
ance. I am grateful to Mr. Robert Van Gelder, editor of "The Book
Review" of The New York Times, for his sympathetic interest in all
the articles I proposed to write for the purpose of revaluating great,
important, or prominent works of fiction. For years I had sought to
have such revaluations published, but I could never find any editor
interested in my proposal, and in the light of this fact I was especially
pleased by Mr. Van Gelder's enthusiasm to publish these little
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